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Wembley Address 

by Billy Graham 

. A digest of Dr. Grabam's address on the opening night of the Crusade. 

"1 AM the Way, the Truth and the Life. No man 
cometh unto the Father but by me." Ladies and Gentle
men, these are the words of Jesus. He had been going up 

and down the land preaching to the people, preaching as 
one having authority. He made the blind to see; He made 
the deaf to hear; He made the dumb to speak. He went 
about doing good. And flOW we find Him saying these 
words just before He is going to the cross to die. 

Jesus Christ, you see. did not come into the world 
only to teach; He did not corne only to set an example. 
He came for the specific purpose of dying on a cross. And 
before He came to that first Good Friday, He answered 
His disciples who had asked Him, "Lord, how do we know 
the way?"-He told them , "T am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life." . 

False ideas of God 

You know, many of us here have misconceptions 
about Christianity. and about God and Christ. God doesn 't 
mean anything in your life because you have got strange 
ideas about Him . You have an idea, for example, that 
Christianity is drab. A man told me the other day, he 
said "Mr. Graham, you know, I would become .l Christian, 
but I don 't want to go around with a long face for the 
rest of my life! " Well I want to tell you that Christianity 
is not something drab ; it is something alive. It's dynamic; 
it's filled with joy and happiness. And when Jesus Christ 

comes into your heart He puts a spring in your step, a joy 
in your soul, a thrill in your life and a smile on your face. 
You don't begin to live until you come to Christ. 

And then there are a lot of young people who have 
an idea that Christianity is not challenging. You want 
something to challenge you-an objective in your life. You 
want something that will demand everything you have. I 
want to tell you that there is not one verse of Scripture that 
tells us that Jesus demands less than all. Christ challenges 
the human heart. I beg of you young people, get into the 
army of Jesus Christ. I don't care how dark it looks for 
the Church sometimes. I don't care how black the horizon 
may look . It may Jook as dark as those clouds did fifteen 
minutes ago. But one day the sun is going to come, as it's 
coming now peeping over this stadium. And it's going to 
be dawn for God's people who dared to live for Him. 

Christ the Truth 

Clear away your misconceptions, then, and your half
truths about God, and listen to Jesus Christ. He said "I 
am the Truth." The President of Harvard University said 
recently that what the world is looking for is a creed to 
believe and a song to sing. My heart goes out to the man, 
rich or poor, intelligent or ignorant, who has to concoct 
his creed or manufacture his belief outside of Jesus Christ. 
For Christ is not merely a truth. He is the Truth. The 
Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is from everlasting to ever· 
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. . . without one plea, but that To/ blood was shed Jar me, 

And that Thou bidd'st . . . . . . me come to Thee. 

o Lamb l' God . . . . . . I come 
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lasting-that though He was born at Bethlehem of the 
Virgin Mary, yet He had always existed. He is the one 
that flung the stars into space, and put the green into this 
beautiful turf at Wembley. He put the colour into the 
flowers, and He holds everything together by the power of 
His hand. Even science, with all its test-tubes and its 
discoveries, is only finding out the truths that God has 
placed in our universe. And Christ is truth-the Bible 
teaches that there is no truth apart from Jesus Christ. 

But when we talk about Christ, about people coming 
to give their lives to Him, there are many people who say 
"But I cannot understand." Did you know the Bible tells 
you that you'll never understand? When you surrender 
your life to Jesus Christ, you may never understand fully 
what it is all about-but you are to come anyway, by faith. 
I don't understand how God can paint a sunset as beauti
ful as .the one we see yonder in the Western sky. I don't 
understand all about God and the mysteries of God-there 
are many things that I cannot explain - and I cannot 
explain to you how you can leave your seat and come and 
surrender your life to Christ, and be different, be changed. 
be transformed. I cannot explain it, I cannot give you the 
logic of it. But I know it happens- I believe it by faith. 
I don't understand all about the mysteries of the revelation 
of this Book, but I believe that this Book was inspired of 
God from cover to cover, and I believe it is the revealed 
Word of God. I don't understand it, but I accept it as true, 
by faith, because Jesus Christ is Truth. And when, by faith, 
I accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour, and open my heart 
and ask Him into my life, I believe He changes me. He 
transforms me. He makes me a new creation. 

How do I know it happens? It happened to me. I gave 
my life to Him a few years ago. I surrendered my will to 
Him. He changed my life. He gave me peace and joy 
and assurance and security. He gave me all that I'd ever 
dreamed could exist in life, and He gave me hope beyond 
the grave. He is the Truth. He was the Truth yesterday; 
He is the Truth to-day, and He is the Truth tomorrow. 
And when this planet has been blown into a billion bits, 
when the stars have fallen, Jesus will still be Truth. Will 
you come to Christ whether you understand all about it 
or not? Whether you can rationalise it all or not, you 
come. 

Christ the Life 

Secondly, Jesus said that He is the Life. Christ makes 
this startling claim that He is the source of all spiritual life. 
Now the Bible teaches, as I have told you many times, that 
you are a body, with eyes and ears and a nose and hands 
and feet, but you are also a SOIlI. Your body dies and 
goes to the grave--one fourth of this audience will be dead 
in ten years if the average statistics are the same. But our 
souls do not die. They live on and on for ever. 

Now God says that we are without life. The Bible 
teaches that sin has come between us and God, who is the 
source of all spiritual life. We have broken the ten com
mandments, we have failed to live up to the Jolden rule, 
we have failed to live up to the sermon on the mount
and because we have failed we are called sinners , and this 
sin has come between us and God, and so we are cut off 
from spiritual life. The Bjbl~ speaks of us as dead-we 

are alive physically but dead spiritually. And if you died 
this moment you would be banished from the presence of 
God for ever. 

What you want is life. You want spiritual life-and 
Jesus said "I am the Life." Ladies and Gentlemen, there is 
no way for your soul to come alive apart from Jesus. There 
is no way for you ever to get to God apart from Jesus. 
When He died on the cross He took one hand of God and 
He took our hand, and He brought God and man together. 
And the Bible says "He that hath the Son hath life." And 
Jesus talking to Nicodemus said "You must be born again" 
-you must be born into the spiritual world, into spiritual 
life. 

And then Jesus gave this warning. He said "Except a 
man be born again, He cannot see the Kingdom of God." 
And I don't care who you are or what you are-you might 
be the richest man in London, you might be the top of the 
social ladder-if you haven't been born again, you'll never 
be in the Kingdom of God according to this statement of 
Je~us. And Jesus said that again when He made the state
ment yonder on that sign-Jesus said "No man cometh 
unto the Father but by me." No man can come to the 
Father unless he has spiritual life, and the source of spiri
tual life is Christ. Do you know Christ? Do you have 
spiritual life? Or is your spirit dead? 

You say, "Well, Billy, how do you get this life? How 
do you find this life? What do you have to do?" The Bible 
tells us that "As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons o~ God, even to them that 
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believe on His_name, which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 
You can't inherit this life-it's not of blood. You may live 
a decent life, but this doesn't give you spiritual life. You 
might have been brought up in the Church but that doesn't 
give you spiritual life. You have to be born again-there 
has to come a moment when you surrender your heart and 
your will and everything you have to Jesus Christ. You 
have to come to Christ acknowledging that you have sinned, 
and surrender your life to Him. You turn from your sin, 
and then you turn to the Christ of the cross by faith, and 
you receive Him. And when you receive Him, it's a moment 
of decision when you say "I will: I surrender my will to 
Christ." It's a definite act. You say, "Billy, isn't there 
some great emotional experience that you have to wait 
for?" No! Because if you wait for some big emotional 
experience, it may never come. It's not that at all. It's a 
simple surrender of your heart and your life and your will 
to Christ. . 

(hrist the Way 

And thirdly , Jesus says He is the Way. Have you 
met Him as Truth? Have you become partaker of God 's 
Life? And have you found the Way? Because Jesus is 
the Way. 

Now notice this. Christ is more than a way. Christi
anity is more than a good way to live. Nowhere in the 
Bible does it say that Christ is a way. It says He is the 
Way-the one and only Way. Jesus said that there are two 
roads, there are two ways. One is a broad way that has 
all sorts of enticements and allurements and pleasures. 
The other is a narrow road. And Jesus says that broad 
road leads to death and destruction and the narrow road 
to eternal life. And Jesus said , "I am the Way to heaven." 
Have you come to Jesus? He is the Way. 

There are many false signposts along the way. There 
are many people who say "well, if you're sincere, isn't that 
enough?" No, it is not enough. There are others that say 
"Follow your conscience, isn't that enough?" No, your 
conscience may be seared and blunted . There are others 
who say "Do the best you can, isn't that enough?" or "Treat 
your neighbour as yourself, isn't that enough?" No, it is 
not enough-you must come to Christ. And when we 
come to Christ He cuts right across our stubborn wills, for 
if He is to have His way, our own wills cannot rule. Only 
when the will of man is surrendered can Christ be the Way, 
and then the old ways of uncleanness, hatred, strife, envy, 
vanish like fog in a blazing sun. And the fruits of the 
Spirit take over your life, and love and joy and peace and 
longsuffering enter in . 

I'm going to ask you to-night to surrender your will 
to Christ. You don' t understand all about it, but I'm 
going to ask you to come by faith, and give your life to 
Christ as best you know how. You want to leave this 
stadium a new man, a new woman, a new boy, a new girl. 
I'm going to ask you to get up out of your seat and come 
quietly and reverently to stand on this turf in front of the 
platform. I'll have a word with you all; we'l! have a 
moment of prayer. Then we are going to give you a bit 
of literature to help you in your Christian life . And then 
you're going to get back to your seat before the crowd 
leaves. Millions are praying all over the world-what a 
moment and what an hour to give your life to Christ ! This 
is God's moment; this is God's hour- it may never come 
again. 

As you come, you are saying "I receive Christ; 1 re
nounce my sins; 1. want to be born again ; I want to sur · 
render to Him as Lord and Master." And God says that if 
we are willing to take our stand here, He'll take His stand 
for us yonder in that day when we come before Him. Now, 
as the choir sings, you come. 
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