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Christmas 2016

It’s that joyful time of year again, when we celebrate the son of God becoming the son of man – 
“Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. And what a celebration this is 
– a festive season of wonder and gratitude to the one who sent us His son, and all other good gifts besides.

So I can hardly begin this letter without joyful thanks to God and to you too for your good gifts and 
prayers. I’m reminded that Christmas is a time of peace, of family and friends, of unity. So what better 
time than Christmas to write to you, the wonderful members and supporters who make up the Evangelical 
Alliance family, to share the challenges we’re facing, the opportunities arising, and to say thank you for 
uniting with us in the name of Christ.

Because this unity isn’t yet reflected across our nations. In fact we’re in a time of extraordinary 
fragmentation and division – in the light of the EU referendum and US election, the wounds of 
separation and discord often run deep.

As I reflect on this, I can’t remember a time when the UK has been more divided – across economic and 
social backgrounds, older and younger generations, urban and rural locations, segmented by different 
histories, hopes, beliefs and values. 

Yet with these challenges come great opportunities for the gospel. As the Church, we are called to wade 
into this mess, get our hands dirty, and offer unity and hope. We are commissioned to share the good news 
of the Prince of Peace that we celebrate at Christmas. And we must be ever more united as the body of 
Christ, or else the good news we bring will not bear the weight of truth.

So I hope you will allow me to write to you openly and ask: will you enable us this Christmas to 
unite the Church to change the story – to promote unity where there is division, and speak out boldly 
about our faith to a world that no longer understands its significance?

In fact, 51%¹ of the UK population now say the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to their Christmas. It’s 
shocking to think that half of the UK – our friends, family and neighbours – no longer recognise the 
centrality of Christ at Christ-mas; our faith and the one we worship are being pushed to the sidelines.

 ¹ Christmas Starts with Christ
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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6
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Data Protection Act 1998: You have received this communication because you are a member of the Evangelical Alliance and/or you have agreed that we can contact you in this way. Any personal 
details you have supplied to us are held electronically by the Evangelical Alliance who may contact you from time to time in connection with our charitable purposes. The Evangelical Alliance 
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Despite the claims by recent prime ministers that the UK is a “Christian country”, just one in four 
people see Christianity as an important element of Britishness. Yet 86% of evangelicals think British values 
should be strongly shaped by Christian values. 

With your help, we can meet these challenges - our advocacy team can continue to bring a unified 
and coherent voice to evangelicals, speaking out on behalf of the Church in the corridors of power 
and across society.

But this is not just about being British.

As evangelical Christians, you and I believe the best thing for our friends, our neighbours and our world 
is that they come into a living faith and loving relationship with Jesus. At the Alliance, we realise this good 
news is something we all have a role in sharing, that Jesus gave his great commission in Matthew 28 to all 
of us – indeed, what better gift is there?

That is why, with your past generosity, we’ve just launched the Great Commission website, to help Christians 
talk about their faith in Jesus. Your support is enabling greatcommission.co.uk to inspire greater passion 
for evangelism and empower churches and individuals to make Jesus known. This evangelism hub 
brings together a wide variety of stories about people who have come to faith, and categorises evangelism 
resources and initiatives for easy searching. 

But this is just the beginning. The opportunities are many - especially at Christmas. With your support 
today, we can provide more inspiration and tools to equip even more Christians to make Jesus known.

So could you give a gift this Christmas to help us meet these challenges and make the most of these 
opportunities? Will you play your part in uniting and equipping the UK Church to share the good 
news with confidence and boldness?

Thank you once again for uniting with us in the name of Christ.

Happy Christmas, and may you have many opportunities to share the good news this season,

Steve Clifford
General Director
Evangelical Alliance

PS We’re in a time of extraordinary fragmentation and division in our nations. Yet with these 
challenges come significant opportunities for the gospel. So could you give a gift this Christmas to 
help the Church bring unity and hope to discord and disillusionment, sharing the true Christmas 
story of God become man to bring peace? 
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