Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism in Britain Project: Summary of the April 2009 Workshop
The April 2009 workshop took place on the campus of the University of Stirling, where papers were presented by Callum Brown, Ian Randall, Andrew Atherstone, Derek Tidball and Harriet Harris.  The contributors addressed the ways in which Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism expressed themselves in the social and historical conditions of late twentieth-century Britain. The central question considered was: did Fundamentalism diverge from Evangelicalism in that period?  
The papers approached the topic from a variety of angles. It was convincingly argued that ‘conservative Christianity’ was widely varied in the 1960s, especially in matters of theology and political agenda. Such diversity makes definitions difficult to develop.  A theme revisited throughout the workshop was the idea that spirituality often acted as a solvent for Fundamentalism.  This was illustrated by the ministry of Billy Graham, who distanced himself from his Fundamentalist roots through the influence of British Evangelicalism.   Likewise, an emphasis on catholicity also distinguished Evangelicals from Fundamentalists, who characteristically held separatist attitudes.  It was shown, however, that groups which separated from Methodism in the 1970s avoided Fundamentalism by their irenical stance.  The degree to which Fundamentalist views of the Bible influenced Evangelicalism was a subject of debate.   By the end of the discussions, it was largely agreed that in the later half of the twentieth century, there were clear signs of a divergence between Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism, especially after the Keele Congress of 1967. Although the two groups were frequently related, it was concluded that they could certainly not be equated.
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