Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism in Britain Project: Summary of the June 2009 Conference


On 16-17 June 2009 participants gathered at the Royal Foundation of St Katharine’s in London to consider the ways in which Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism express themselves in the social and historical conditions of contemporary Britain.  The central question under consideration was: what have been the contours of the relationship between Evangelicals and Christian Fundamentalism in recent years?  The conference featured contributions by Brian Stanley, Jason Sexton, Andrew Rogers, Mark Noll, Alister Chapman, Sébastien Fath, Noel Heather, Mark Smith, Rob Warner and David Goodhew.


A range of papers considered the extent to which the leading social and intellectual characteristics present in Christian Fundamentalism were dominant in the beliefs and attitudes of prominent Evangelical figures and institutions in contemporary Britain.  Different methodologies (how the Bible should be read, for example) and beliefs (what doctrines are central to the faith) emerged.  The new Evangelical churches in Britain rarely showed more than traces of Fundamentalism.  Several papers stressed the diversity of Evangelicalism, suggesting that the movement contains a wide a spectrum of views.  Additionally, the relationship of British Evangelicalism to American Evangelicalism was investigated as well as global Evangelicalism and its effects on British Evangelicalism.  The participants largely agreed that Evangelicals in contemporary Britain, though in some cases sharing portions of common ground with Christian Fundamentalism, do not in general approve of Fundamentalist attitudes. 
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