Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism in Britain Project: Summary of the December 2008 Conference

Rewley House, University of Oxford, was the venue for our first formal conference in December 2008.  The conference featured contributions by Justin Thacker and Susannah Clark, Hugh McLeod, Martin Wellings, John Maiden, Tim Grass and Rob Warner.  Geoff Treloar and Dorothe Summer also contributed short papers.  Contributions explored expressions of Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism in early twentieth-century Britain, investigating whether or not Evangelicals’ beliefs and attitudes could be accurately described as Fundamentalist. 
In the investigation of these beliefs and attitudes, the contributors continued the discussion, first introduced in our June 2008 workshop at St Andrews, regarding the definition of Fundamentalism.  The general agreement was that Fundamentalists in early twentieth-century Britain displayed a majority of the following characteristics:  1) an anti-intellectual attitude; 2) a hostility to biblical criticism and 3) an aversion to social action.  Additionally, they 4) opposed employing entertainment, e.g. film and sport, as a medium to communicate the Christian faith; 5) were militantly anti-Catholic; 6) allowed tradition to ossify within their communities and 7) prioritized truth over unity.  Several unresolved issues remained, however, at the end of the discussion.  For instance, how anti-modern were Fundamentalists?  Why did Christian Fundamentalism arise in this period?  Was there, for example, a specific cultural process against which they were reacting?
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