Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism in Britain Project: Summary of the June 2008 Workshop
In June 2008 contributors to the project held the first workshop at the University of St Andrews.  The speakers, William Kay, David Bebbington, David Ceri Jones, Mark Smith and Martin Spence, considered historical, sociological and theological issues surrounding the evidence for the existence of Fundamentalist traits among Evangelicals in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain.  Much of their attention focused on the question of the definition of Fundamentalism.  After much discussion there was general agreement that the definitions of Fundamentalism produced by the series of five volumes edited by Martin E. Marty and R. Scott Appleby (1991-1995) were unsatisfactory.  The phenomenon could not be identified, as these volumes suggested, by fulfilling a long list of criteria.  Nor should it be seen primarily as the militant rejection of secular modernity.  The provisional definition reached during the workshop was that Fundamentalism among Evangelicals needed to possess two components.  Firstly, it required an intellectual dimension.  Fundamentalists strongly disagreed, for instance, with the ideas of biblical criticism.  Secondly, it required a social dimension.  For example, Fundamentalists portrayed a belligerent attitude towards individuals, communities and institutions with whom and which they disagreed.  The workshop laid foundations for future gatherings of the project.
[image: image1.png]‘}ELIGIO/\,

\{
&SOC1E1



 [image: image2.png]


 



