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Evangelicals called to pray that words match deeds in wake of landmark IRA peace statement

The Evangelical Alliance Northern Ireland has called on its members to continue praying for genuine peace in the Province. In the wake of the historic peace statement by the IRA, in which its leadership ordered members to stop their armed campaign, there are still fears that violence and criminality will continue under another name. 

Stephen Cave, General Secretary for the Evangelical Alliance in Northern Ireland, said,  “It is wrong that for many years the IRA and other paramilitary groups have held their local communities in the grip of terror. Therefore any instruction from the IRA leadership to its members ordering them to cease their armed campaign should be given a cautious welcome. 

“As we have learnt painfully from the history of the ‘Troubles’, words on their own are not enough. To be accepted by those who have consistently said that violence, criminality and paramilitarism are intolerable this statement must be accompanied by visible and verifiable action. It must not be used to excuse the low-level criminality which continues to permeate our society on all sides.  

“The restoration of trust, honesty and integrity to the political process is the responsibility of all political parties in Northern Ireland and both the British and Irish governments. We call on the evangelical community, many of whom are included in those who have suffered over the past 35 years, to persist in prayer for Northern Ireland and its leaders and to continue to be agents of hope, truth and love in our society.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

The Evangelical Alliance UK, formed in 1846, is an umbrella group representing over one million evangelical Christians in the UK and is made up of member churches, organisations and individuals. As part of a ‘movement for change’, the Alliance promotes unity and truth, acts as an evangelical voice to the state, society and the wider Church, and provides resources to help members and other evangelicals live out their faith in their communities. 

