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Loyalist violence condemned by 

Evangelical Alliance Northern Ireland

The recent loyalist violence in Northern Ireland was condemned at a recent meeting of the Executive of the Evangelical Alliance Northern Ireland. 

Stephen Cave, General Secretary of Evangelical Alliance Northern Ireland, said, “We are simply appalled at the continuing violence on the streets, and ashamed that some who share our evangelical faith will not condemn it. As an Alliance, we condemn this behaviour unequivocally. 

“There is undoubtedly severe deprivation in many working class areas across our towns and cities. Nevertheless this should never be used to excuse the levels of violence witnessed over the past few days, the fear such violence generates and the communities it has destroyed. Local politicians must demonstrate effective leadership. Portraying the communities they represent solely as victims only serves to abdicate their responsibility for taking positive action against paramilitaries and other forces within society that have contributed to the problems these areas face”. 

He added, “The Orange Order, which on its website claims to be Christ-centred, Bible-based and Church-grounded, has surely moved far from these roots when it calls people on to the streets knowing in all probability that would lead to civil unrest. It is unacceptable that the Order has been slow to speak out or unequivocally condemn the violence that ensued, particularly that perpetrated by its own members.”

The Alliance also emphasised that churches and Christian organisations must take seriously their responsibility to call those within their membership and congregations to live at peace with one another and show proper respect for everyone, even those with whom they may disagree. 

However, the Alliance does see signs of hope for the future through the work of the many churches and organisations with which they have links. Youth for Christ Northern Ireland, a member organisation of the Evangelical Alliance, has set up “The Blue Houses”, a safe meeting place in the heart of Ballysillan, North Belfast, an area particularly disadvantaged by sectarian conflict over the past 30 years. “The Blue Houses” project aims to meet the physical, material, emotional and spiritual needs of the community. 
A spokesperson for YFC Northern Ireland said, “Our aim is to provide a centre where young people can meet each other in a safe and caring environment, free from sectarianism, where Christian principles are self-evident. The centre is a place where we can build relationships and through these demonstrate God's love by the way we live.”
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Notes to editors:
The Evangelical Alliance UK, formed in 1846, is an umbrella group representing over one million evangelical Christians in the UK and is made up of member churches, organisations and individuals. As part of a ‘movement for change’, the Alliance promotes unity and truth, acts as an evangelical voice to the state, society and the wider Church, and provides resources to help members and other evangelicals live out their faith in their communities. 
Evangelical Alliance Northern Ireland is committed to carrying through a movement for change in the Northern Ireland context. The strategy has been built on the pillars of voice, networking and resourcing, seeking to have an impact in both church and society. 
