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The attitude of Jesus is a good guide

Much attention has been paid by the media to the new Civil Partnerships Act. We regret that the media and others have wrongly insisted on referring to these civil partnerships as ‘gay marriage’.
Same sex partnerships can never have the moral equivalence of a marriage between a man and a woman but this Christian perspective does not automatically imply that anyone should face discrimination.  Indeed we only need to look at the life of Jesus to see an example of one who consistently reached out to those traditionally shown prejudice by society. 

Therefore, while not endorsing the lifestyle, we recognise the basic rights to which those in long-term same-sex partnerships should be entitled. 

However, in doing so we also assert the right to hold on to and express biblical values including the protection of marriage, not as a traditional invented by humans but as an institution ordained by God and the best foundation on which to build society and stable family life. 
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