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08 April 2005
GERRY ADAMS CHALLENGE TO THE IRA - CYNICAL ELECTIONEERING OR A GENUINE DESIRE FOR PEACE?

The Evangelical Alliance welcomes Gerry Adams’ call to the IRA to seek an alternative to the ‘armed struggle’ but wants assurances the Sinn Fein leader will turn his words into actions. 

Rev Stephen Cave, General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance in Northern Ireland, said, “While we welcome this call to pursue peace through democratic means, the IRA must respond quickly to ensure that these are not just empty words designed to shore up support for Sinn Fein during the election campaign.  It is wrong that the IRA and other paramilitary organisations hold their local communities in the grip of terror. If the IRA is to break with its past of violence, criminality and paramilitarism it would signal that it has finally listened to those in Northern Ireland who, for many years have said that this is unacceptable”.  

Representing a body of evangelical Christians across Northern Ireland Stephen Cave went on to say, “Following the breakdown of trust within Northern Ireland over recent months, the onus is on politicians of all parties to restore honesty and integrity to the political process”. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

The Evangelical Alliance UK, formed in 1846, is an umbrella group representing over one million evangelical Christians in the UK and is made up of member churches, organisations and individuals. As part of a ‘movement for change’, the Alliance promotes unity and truth, acts as an evangelical voice to the state, society and the wider Church, and provides resources to help members and other evangelicals live out their faith in their communities. 

Rev Stephen Cave is the General Secretary of Evangelical Alliance in Northern Ireland which was established in 1987. 

