Dear Sir

Decommissioning hearts & minds

Monday’s announcement by the IICD that the IRA has put its weapons beyond use filled me with the hope that our children will grow up in a world where the atrocities of the IRA are only mentioned in history books. 
Yes, this act of decommissioning is five years too late and no doubt we will never know for sure if the IRA has destroyed all of its weapons. There will continue to be suspicion from Unionists, and others who have felt let down so badly many times in the past – after all rebuilding trust is a long term process and cannot be achieved overnight. Although not a panacea, this should not detract from the fact that this is a potentially momentous step in the right direction. 
However, in Northern Ireland we are still cursed with too many people on both sides who, generation after generation, continue to treat the ‘other’ community with suspicion and hatred. Attitudes to parades, the violence which ritually follows Celtic/Rangers football matches and the stoning of a coach bearing a GAA flag are all sad manifestations of this problem. 

However, the decommissioning of our hearts and minds is an essential part of the peace process and is something for which no one else can take responsibility. There will be no photographs, no international independent body monitoring our words and deeds. This is a responsibility which we must take on ourselves. While not everyone will choose to live in the way in which God has intended for us, surely the Bible’s teaching to live at harmony with one another and to repay insults with blessing would be a useful starting point for our own decommissioning. What a future for our children that would be!

Yours faithfully

Stephen Cave 

