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Parterships

One of the key features identified in the response was
the level of partnership between churches from different
traditions, wider community groups, and local statutory

agencies.

Supermarkets, community councils, businesses, NHS
boards, housing associations, voluntary support groups,
and foodbanks have all worked with churches on the
ground in these projects. In addition, 11 local authorities
were identified, sometimes by multiple projects, as

providing emergency funding for weekly support costs.

Two thirds of projects (65) were in partnership with at
least one other organisation, with 234 additional groups
listed beyond any churches involved. Almost half (42)
mentioned partnership with non-church based community
groups, with nearly a quarter (21) listing their local authority

as a direct partner.

It is abundantly clear from these partnerships that any
notion of churches somehow existing in a bubble separate
to their community is misguided. On the contrary, it is
apparent that in many areas the church is a cornerstone of
community response, offering the gathering point around
which other community groups, statutory agencies and
other organisations can meet. These formal and informal
partnerships offer a model for engagement as Scotland
moves through the pandemic in the coming months and
beyond. It is vital that these relationships continue and that
churches are recognised for the key role they play in

communities across Scotland.
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Conclusion

This report has shown a remarkable story of the church in
action in Scotland despite the restrictions of lockdown. It has
highlighted how the church has been a cornerstone of
community response, with local authorities and community
groups seeking partnership in a time of crisis. It has revealed
what is possible when the resources of the church are
harnessed and released for the good of the community. It has
demonstrated the value of the Christian community as a force
for good in today’s Scotland and as an indispensable partner

to government in the work of social renewal.

This should come as no surprise. It is in the DNA of the
Christian faith to serve others, following the example and
teaching of Jesus; and the church has been engaged in
supporting those in society who are the most vulnerable and

marginalised for centuries.

But this year has also shown a fresh way for the church to live
out its faith and work with others to see Scotland flourish, and
the opportunities that exist to partner with others to meet local
need. It is important that these lessons are learned as Scotland

continues to move through the pandemic.

For the church this means continuing to look outwards,
recognising that serving the community is a vital part of living
out the gospel, and also that unexpected opportunities may
arise to work with others of goodwill.

For the government (and statutory bodies), this means
recognising the vital contribution of the church in today’s
Scotland and putting in place long-term partnerships to build
positive relationships rather than ignoring the contribution the
church can bring.



11

Final word:
Hope and renewal o

Christians seek to live out faith both by trusting
in Jesus and by trying to follow the example that
He set. Jesus lived in sacrificial love. His was a
risky love that meant He engaged with people
of every sector, rich and poor, the discarded and
the outsider. Whether that was to hug a leper or
to chat to a woman at a well, Jesus continually
encouraged the possibilities of hope. While He
was not afraid of criticising and critiquing power,
Jesus also called people to a radical vision of a

new way of humble service and forgiving love.

The church in Scotland today follows this example
as we engage in places of need and difficulty,
working in partnership with others or leading
where required. We want to work together

to see a nation of justice, mercy, hope, and a new
start for those in despair. Working together to

see people lifted out of brokenness, fear and
hopelessness, and to see our communities and

nation find recovery and renewal.

We hope that these examples are encouraging
and demonstrate the ways in which Christians
are engaging in communities up and down our
land, from our city centres to our smallest

villages. Using the local community links that

already exist between churches and
communities we were able, alongside others,
to find the points of most need and help in

whatever ways we could in this time of crisis.

These stories allow us to see the care and
commitment of thousands of Christians for their
local communities. They give insight into the
countless volunteer hours being given up by
people of faith each week. They are stories of
hope in a season of unremitting bad news and

an encouragement for us all of what is possible
when love, faith, kindness and generosity are
lived out. They provide a signpost to the sort of
community life and society that is possible, and

a way to navigate this season, however long it
should last. Finally, they show the life that is in the
church in Scotland today and the spiritual,
physical, mental and emotional lifelines that these
Christian communities are. At local and national
levels, they show exactly why the church is an
indispensable partner to government in renewing
and rebuilding Scotland over the coming months
and years.
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Aberfeldy, Dull and Weem,
Grandtully, Logierait and Strathtay
Church of Scotland

Alness Baptist Church

Bethany Christian Trust
Bethesda Christian Fellowship
Bishopbriggs Community Church
Blythswood Care

Bruntsfield Evangelical Church
Calderwood Baptist Church
Callander Baptist Fellowship
Campbeltown Free Church
Catalyst Vineyard Church
Central Church

Christians Against Poverty

City Church Dundee
Cornerstone Christian Fellowship
Cross Free Church of Scotland
Culduthel Christian Centre
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Appendix

ol projects

Denny Baptist Church

Destiny Angels Edinburgh

Destiny Church Glasgow

Dornoch Free Church

Dundee COVID-19 Food Insecurity
Network

Dunvegan Christian Fellowship

Dyce Parish Church of Scotland

East Kilbride Vineyard

Edinburgh City Mission

Edinburgh Vineyard

Elim Christian Fellowship Paisley

Fernielea Gospel Hall

Fintry Parish Church of Scotland

Found Church Larbert

Gateway Community Church

Glasgow City Mission

Glasgow Elim Church

Glen Aros Church

Glenelg & Inverinate Free Church

Govanhill Free Church

Greenview Evangelical Church

Hebron Evangelical Church

High Blantyre Baptist Church

Holy Trinity Wester Hailes

Home for Good

Hope Church Greenock

Inverness Foodstuff

Junction 42

Kidron Project

King's Community Church Aberdeen

Kingdom Vineyard St Andrews

Kirkintilloch Baptist Church

Kirkmuirhill Parish Church

Loch Ewe Church

Lossiemouth Baptist Church

Mustard Seed Edinburgh

Newton Mearns Baptist Church

Parkhead Nazarene

RCCG Beautiful Gate

RCCG Fountain of Love Aberdeen

RCCG Jesus House (Torry)

RCCG King of Glory Edinburgh

RCCG Open Heavens

Re:Hope Church Royston

River of Life Church Dumfries

Ruchazie Parish Church

Seaton Community Church

Sheddocksley Baptist Church

St John's Church Linlithgow

St Stephen's Comely Bank

St. Silas Church

Stenhouse Baptist Church

Stirling Baptist Church

Stirling Free Church

Stirling North Parish Church
of Scotland

Tayside Christian Fellowship

The Mission Church

The Potter's House Stewarton

TLG

Trinity Church Perth

Turning Point Church Moray

Viewcare Project

Vine Church Dunfermline

West Lothian Food Network



66 Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comiorted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God. 29

Matthew 5:5-8
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